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GEORGE TUCKER BISPHAM. 

For many years Mr. George Tucker Bispham, known 
to the profession throughout the United States as the 
author of "Bispham's Principles of Equity," was the 
senior professor in the Department of Law of the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania. Mr. Bispham died at James- 
town, Rhode Island, on July 29th last. He was born in 
Philadelphia, May 24, 1838. He was descended from 
an old Lancashire family, the name, which is mentioned 
in Doomsday Book, being one of the most ancient in that 
part of England. Bispham Hall is still standing, a fine 
example of Tudor architecture, having been in the old 
days one of the three fortified houses in the part of the 
county in which it is situated. 

The first of Mr. Bispham's ancestors to come to this 
country was his great-grandfather, Joshua Bispham, who 
with his brother Benjamin settled in Burlington County, 
New Jersey. Joshua at his death left a large amount of 
property which, in accordance with the English custom, 
was inherited by his eldest son. Mr. Bispham's father, 
Joseph Bispham, was the son of Joshua Bispham's third 
son Joseph and his wife Susan Pearson. The father was 
born in Moorestown, Burlington County. Mr. Bispham's 
mother was Susan Ridgway Tucker, a daughter of Judge 
Tucker, of Tuckerton, Burlington County, who with her 
sisters, Mrs. Budd, Mrs. Page, and Mrs. Blake, of Washing- 
ton, were noted for their beauty and wit. Judge Tucker 
as a young man was a soldier in the Revolutionary War, 
and fought in the battle of Long Island. He inherited 
from his father a large estate in Burlington County called 
Tucker's Beach, now Beach Haven. He was a member 
of Congress from New Jersey from 1825 to I829; a judge 
of the Court of Common Pleas; a Justice of the Court 
of Quarter Sessions, and a Judge of the Orphans' Court. 
From him his daughters probably inherited their vivacity 
and good looks, for he is said to have been a handsome 
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man, distinguished for his courtly manners of the old 
school. His second wife, Mr. Bispham's grandmother, 
was Phebe Ridgway, a member of the well-known Ridg- 
way family.* 

Mr. Bispham was educated in the schools of this 
city, and entered the College Department of the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania as a member of the class of 1858. 
He graduated at the head of his class, though he had as 
his classmates many men who have since reached posi- 
tions of prominence in various walks of life. At the 
commencement exercises he was appointed by the Faculty 
to deliver the Greek salutatory, a position which at that 
time was awarded to the leading scholar. On September 
i I, I858, he registered as a student at law in the office of 
Mr. (afterwards Judge) John Cadwalader. The interest 
which his preceptor took in his law students, and the life 
of the office from a student point of view, has been charm- 
ingly described by another student, Mr. John Samuel.t 
After remaining with Mr. Cadwalader for a year, his 
preceptor was appointed Judge of the United States for 
the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, and Mr. Bispham 
continued his studies in the office of Mr. William Henry 
Rawle. Mr. Rawle was at this time one of the leading 
lawyers of the United States. After Mr. Bispham had 
been in Mr. Rawle's office for a year, he matriculated as 
a student at law in the University of Pennsylvania. 
His work in the Law School did not prevent his continu- 
ing as a student in Mr. Rawle's office. The law lec- 
tures were then given in the late afternoon in a room 
in the old University buildings at Ninth and Chestnut 
Streets. There were no examinations. The course ex- 
tended over two years, though as Mr. Bispham after a 
registration for one year obtained a degree, it is probable 
that his work in law offices for two years was held to 
entitle him on matriculation to a year's credit. 

* I am indebted for the information given in the text in regard to 
Mr. Bispham's ancestors, to his niece, Miss Josephine Bispham Page, 
of Philadelphia. 

t Judge Cadwalader's Office, by John Samuel, Law Association of 
Philadelphia Centennial, p. 366. 

719 



GEORGE TUCKER BISPHAM. 

During the period of Mr. Bispham's attendance there 
were in the Law Department of the University only two 
professors, Judge Sharswood and Mr. E. Spencer Miller. 
Judge Sharswood taught Constitutional, Commercial, 
International and Civil Law; Mr. Miller lectured on 
Real Estate and Equity. The Chair of Practice was 
vacant; as Mr. Peter McCall resigned in June, i860, 
and the Trustees failed to fill the position until after the 
close of the ensuing scholastic year. Mr. Bispham gradu- 
ated with the degree of Bachelor of Laws on July 3, i86i, 
having been admitted to the Bar on the 22d of the pre- 
vious month. The next few years were devoted to his 
practice, which increased rapidly, and to the preparation 
of his work on Equity. 

In 1873, on the retirement of Mr. Miller from the law 
Department, Mr. Bispham was nominated for the position 
of Professor of Real Estate and Equity, but the late 
E. Coppee Mitchell was elected, becoming Dean of the 
Department. Eleven years later, on December 12, 1883, 
Mr. Bispham was elected to fill the Chair of Professor of 
Practice and Pleading at Law and in Equity. At the time 
of his appointment he was a Trustee of the University, 
having been elected as such on the previous 3d of July. 
In accepting his position as professor he resigned as a 
member of the Board of Trustees. 

Mr. Bispham taught Common Law Practice, Pleading 
and Evidence, as well as Equity and Equity Pleading 
and Practice, until the fall of 1887, when he was elected 
Dean of the Faculty, and Professor of Equity Juris- 
prudence. At this time he relinquished his work in Common 
Law Pleading and Practice and Evidence. His resigna- 
tion as Dean, on October i, I888, did not affect his posi- 
tion as Professor. He continued to have full charge of 
the subject of Equity until 1896, when the writer of the 
present article, on his election as Dean, was assigned a 
portion of the subject. In 1898 the volume of Mr. Bisp- 
ham's business and the fact that he was no longer a young 
man, obliged him to curtail to a comparatively small 
limit, his work in the Department. Thereafter he 
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regularly delivered each year some fourteen lectures 
on the history of the High Court of Chancery and the 
fundamental principles of Equity. On the 5th of June 
last, the condition of his health obliged him to tender 
his resignation as a Professor of Law. 

Prior to the time of Mr. Bispham's election as a Pro- 
fessor of Law he had become one of the acknowledged 
leaders of the Philadelphia Bar, and had written his 
work on "The Principles of Equity," a treatise on the 
system of justice administered in the courts of Chancery. 
This work appeared first in 1874. It was at once suc- 
cessful, and the best proof of its substantial merit is that 
to-day, after passing through seven editions, it is in 
general use among students and members of the pro- 
fession throughout the United States. The cause of the 
continued popularity of the work is not hard to deter- 
mine. In the first place, the book has a distinct literary 
merit. No unnecessary words are used. It is not prosy 
or dull. The language is clear, direct and simple. These 
merits in themselves would commend it to the members 
of a profession nauseated with the slovenly English of 
the average law-book. The unparalleled success of Black- 
stone's Commentaries proves that much will be forgiven 
to the law writer who expresses his ideas in classic English. 
And if we understand the purpose which Mr. Bispham 
had in mind in writing his book, there is little to forgive. 
Indeed, if there is anything to criticize, it is the fact that 
he follows Spence and divides his subject into equitable 
titles, equitable rights, and equitable remedies. Had 
he written twenty-five years later, Mr. Bispham himself 
probably would have made a different division. Had he 
attempted to write a critical or analytical work, the 
division he adopted might have been fatal to its useful- 
ness. But it was not his purpose to treat in a critical 
or exhaustive way of the elementary principles of Equity. 
His work is not, like the Summary of the Law of Con- 
tracts by the late Professor Langdell, an exhaustive 
analysis of fundamental legal conceptions. Mr. Bisp- 
ham's work is designed to give the reader a clear outline 
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of the jurisdiction exercised by the Court of Chancery in 
England and a general view of the development and 
existing condition of Equity in the United States. In 
such a work the reader does not want an exhaustive 
discussion of difficult and unsettled questions, or an 
extended criticism of leading cases. He wants a short, 
clear statement of admitted law, accompanied by apt 
illustrations. He does not require that the arrange- 
ment be scientific, but he does require that it be clear 
and easily carried in the mind. All these requisites of 
a general elementary treatise Mr. Bispham's book fulfils, 
and for this reason the writer believes that it will con- 
tinue to be widely read and appreciated for many years 
to come. 

As a law teacher Mr. Bispham was one of the most 
successful we have had in this country. He was dignified 
and courteous, winning the respect of all his scholars. 
His appearance and manner reflected what he was-a 
cultivated gentleman. His success as a teacher was due 
to his personal qualities, to his clearness, and to the 
limits which he set to the results which, as a teacher, he 
aimed to accomplish. Adopting the lecture method of 
instruction, the only method generally known when he 
began to teach, he had the instinct to recognize the fact 
that he could not with profit lead his scholars by that 
method through long and learned legal discussions, but 
that he could give them information which at least it was 
essential that they should have. This last he did. He 
had a marvelous power of expressing elementary princi- 
ples in a way readily comprehensible by a beginner. 
The writer was never taught by any one who so thoroughly 
accomplished what he set out to do. 

Though Mr. Bispham's services to the Law Depart- 
ment, extending as they did over twenty-two years, 
were many and significant, no account even of his work 
in the school would be complete without some mention 
of his position and labors as a practising lawyer. As he 
only devoted part of his time to law teaching, his useful- 
ness as a law teacher depended in no small measure on 
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his place at the Bar and the character of his legal busi- 
ness. 

In 1875 he entered into a partnership with the Hon. 
Wayne MacVeagh. The professional association thus 
formed continued until I893, when Mr. MacVeagh was 
appointed Ambassador to Italy. He subsequently formed 
an association with Mr. A. H. Wintersteen and Mr. John 
Hampton Barnes. This firm continued until Mr. Bis- 
pham's death. 

In i875, Mr. MacVeagh, upon the death of Mr. Theo- 
dore Cuyler, became oie of the solicitors of the Pennsyl- 
vania Railroad Company. Mr. Bispham, however, tried 
most of the accident cases which were in Mr. MacVeagh's 
charge. Subsequently, in i880, Mr. Bispham was given 
an independent appointment as solicitor of the Penn- 
sylvania Railroad Company and continued one of its 
solicitors until his death. 

His practice was large and varied. Like other lawyers 
whose lives have been spent in advising clients engaged 
in important business enterprises, the results of his work, 
though not distinctly traceable in law reports and public 
documents, have been none the less a potent factor in 
the progress of the community in which he lived. This 
is not the place for an extended notice of the litigations 
in which he acted as counsel. It may, however, be of 
interest to note that from the point of view of the develop- 
ment of the law in Pennsylvania, the most important 
litigation with which he was connected was that arising 
out of the extension of the Pennsylvania Railroad tracks 
across the Schuylkill River to the present terminal 
station at Broad Street, Philadelphia. For nearly a 
mile the tracks of the railway company before reaching 
the terminus pass over their own private property. This 
property is bordered on the north by a public street. 
The owners of the houses on the opposite side of the 
street claimed that the operation of the railroad deterior- 
ated the value of their property and a large number of 
suits for damages were commenced. Mr. Bispham had 
charge of the litigation for the railroad company. The 
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Supreme Court of the State decided that railroad cor- 
porations of Pennsylvania, exercising their franchises 
without negligence on their own property, are not liable 
for damages for the depreciation in value of other property 
abutting on the opposite side of the same highway. 
The cases were taken to the Supreme Court of the United 
States, the plaintiffs contending that the decision de- 
prived them of their property without due process of 
law, but the appeal was dismissed by that Court. 

The position which Mr. Bispham held in his profession 
and in the community in which he lived is well expressed 
in the following paragraphs appearing shortly after his 
death in the editorial department of the Legal Intelli- 
gencer: 

"Mr. Bispham's personal and professional character were of the 
highest. He commanded the respect of all. In his relations to the 
students of the Law School of the University of Pennsylvania to whom 
he lectured he was most happy, none among the faculty being more 
respected and honored than he. In his relations to the court and mem- 
bers of the Bar, he was most courteous, and never forgot or over- 
looked the professional etiquette due his fellow-members of the Bar. 
In the conduct of a jury trial or the argument of questions of law before 
the court, he was equally at home. He was ever forceful, lucid, and 
on the alert. He prepared his cases with that thoroughness, handled 
them with that skill, and presented them with that clearness, which 
bespeak the great advocate. His client's interests were his interests, 
and he guarded them with all the ability he possessed. 

"His professional standards were of the best, and his life will be an 
example to those who follow in his footsteps, while his attainments 
and ability place him among those who are justly regarded as Phila- 
delphia's great lawyers." 

In Mr. Bispham's death, his associates of the Faculty 
of the Department of Law of the University of Penn- 
sylvania have lost a friend on whose interest in their 
work in the Department they could always count, and 
on the soundness of whose judgment they could depend. 

Wm. Draper Lewis. 

DEATH OF MR. GEORGE TUCKER BISPHAM; RESOLUTION 

OF FACULTY OF DEPARTMENT OF LAW. 

At a meeting of the Faculty of the Department of 
Law of the University of Pennsylvania, held on Septem- 
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ber twenty-sixth, Nineteen hundred and six, the follow- 
ing minute was adopted: 

George Tucker Bispham, Esquire, Senior Professor in the Depart- 
ment of Law, died on July 28, 1906. Mr. Bispham graduated from 
the Department of Arts of the University in 1858, and from the Depart- 
ment of Law in I86I. In 1883 he became a Trustee of the University, 
and in 1884 was elected Professor of Equitable Jurisprudence in the 
Law Department, a professorship which he retained until April of 
this year, when to the sorrow and regret of all his colleagues he felt 
compelled to resign his chair. 

The faculty of clear and concise expression, developed as it was to 
an extraordinary extent in Mr. Bispham, was as clearly demonstrated 
in his lectures in the school as in his book, "The Principles of Equity," 
a book which has been the standard text-book on this subject ever 
since the publication of its first edition. 

It was not only Mr. Bispham's intellectual ability and faculty for 
teaching which rendered him of such value to the Department, but 
also his personal character and the living example to all students in 
the Department that it was possible to obtain the highest professional 
honors and yet maintain a deep sense of personal honor and profes- 
sional responsibility. To him the law was a profession in all that 
such term represents. 

To his colleagues he was kindly, courteous and unselfish, and his 
loss is to them the personal loss of those who deeply respected and 
admired him. 
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